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November 2017 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

IN OUR LIBRARIES 

 

Hello 

Welcome to the November 
edition of my Manchester 
Libraries Bulletin. 

Enjoy highlights from libraries 
across the city including live 
performances, author visits, a 
book festival and more. So 
much has been happening to 
serve our residents and visitors, 
to make libraries exciting places 
to visit and to meet the needs of 
the people and the communities 
of Manchester. 

Councillor Luthfur Rahman 

Executive Member for 

Schools, Culture and Leisure 

       

 

 

November saw Central Library host Illuminate: A Journey of Seven 
Stories - a spectacular free dance performance by Manchester 
based Company Chameleon. 

Commissioned by Manchester Central Library for the Library Live 
cultural events programme, Company Chameleon will now be taking 
Illuminate to libraries across the city. 

The sold out performance was unique in many ways with amazing 
original music and choreography, ingenious use of light, brilliant and 
mesmerising dancers plus the incredible building – Manchester 
Central Library – which became the stage for the whole show, from 
Shakespeare Hall to the Wolfson Reading Room.  
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Christmas is (nearly) here! 

Look out for the new Christmas 
card range in the Central Library 
shop soon. 20% of the profits of 
the pack of Santa cards will be 
donated to the Big Change 
Fund. The shop is also the 
perfect place to pick up a unique 
gift for your loved ones (or 
yourself) - don’t forget your 20% 
staff discount! You can shop 
online or in Central Library at 
https://manchesterlibrariesshop.
co.uk/ 

 

 

Martenscroft Nursery paid a visit 
to Hulme High Street Library 
this month, adding some crafts 
and colour to the temporary 
library entrance, whilst the 
Leisure Centre is undergoing 

refurbishment. The children 

participated in mixed craft 
activities, decorating paper 
baubles. 

 

These type of activities 
encourage the use of fine motor 
skills, such as picking up small 
craft gems and placing them on 
spots of glue. They also support 
the free flow of creativity in 

applying colours and shapes. 

 

After a productive 45 minutes of 
intensely focussed making we 
relaxed with juice, biscuits and 
read a couple of picture books 
before wellies and waterproofs 
were put back on for the walk 
back to the Nursery. 

The tunnel’s looking beautifully 
colourful, celebratory and festive 
now. 

 

It’s been a great time for reading 
at Gorton Library. The library 
has been visited by two best-
selling authors and excited 
customers got the chance to 
hear authors read from and 
discuss their latest work. 

Marnie Riches discussed her 
Manchester based crime novel 
‘Born Bad’. The book is dark, 
gritty and it led to some great 
sharing of personal stories and 
experiences from the audience, 
who heartily enjoyed the visit. 

 

Gorton also hosted author 
Steven Sayers, reading from his 
book ‘Waiting for the Angel - a 
Gorton novel’. Afterwards he 
discussed life in Gorton in the 
fifties with the local history group 
and other members of the 
audience. Steven also made a 
donation to the library to 
purchase a copy of Erich Maria 
Remarque's, ‘All Quiet on the 
Western Front’, a book that he 
had borrowed from Gorton 
library years earlier which had 
made a great impact on him. 

https://manchesterlibrariesshop.co.uk/
https://manchesterlibrariesshop.co.uk/
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The annual Chorlton Book 
Festival returned for its 
thirteenth year on 17 November, 
setting up shop in and around 
Chorlton’s lovely Carnegie 
library. 

Running for nine days through to 
25 November, library staff were 
super busy as the library festival 
saw more events than ever 
before, with most of them free. 

More than twenty events 
included murder mystery 
evenings, an open mic night, a 
pub quiz, plus children’s poetry 
with Craig Bradley, history trails, 
local author Laura Wilkinson and 
loads more. 

The packed programme did not 
disappoint and this year the 
festival even boasted its own 
website and Twitter account. 

 

 

 

Forum Library 

We had a full house in 
Wythenshawe as Michael Wood 
presented the story of Baguley 
Hall and brought it to life with 
medieval farming documents 
and 17th Century wills. 

The story led on to 
Wythenshawe’s social history, 
and the development of the 
estate in the 1950’s. Michael 
grew up in Wythenshawe, he is 
a Professor of Public History at 
the University of Manchester, 
and is the author of many books 
and TV documentaries. 

The event was arranged in 
partnership with Wythenshawe 
History Group, Manchester 
Libraries and Manchester 
Museum. 

Fancy dress and Spooky 
stories at Brooklands 
Library 

Brooklands library visitors 
enjoyed a brilliant trick or treat 
party for Halloween. 

Attended by lots of local 
families, everyone enjoyed 
spooky games and activities 
including pass the Halloween 
parcel, creepy musical chairs, 

spooky storytime and a fancy 
dress competition.  

The children all looked amazing 
in their scary outfits and medals 
were awarded to everyone who 
had dressed up. One little boy 
was so thrilled with his medal, 
he has kept it on all the time, 
and shown it at his swimming 
class and at school. 

 

Fantastically fun things have 
been happening at Newton 
Heath Library! As part of Anti-
Bullying Week, That Poetry 
Bloke, the hilarious Craig 
Bradley visited us to entertain 
and educate Year 4 and Year  5 
children from St Wilfrids CE 
Primary School and Briscoe 
Lane Academy. 

Craig demonstrated how we can 
all use our poetic talents to 
combat bullying in all forms. He  
worked with the children to 
produce a 2-verse song about 
how bullying makes children feel 
and got all of the children to sing 
the whole song, which was very 
funny, relaxing and thoughtful. 
One teacher said “A massive 
thanks for the invite to see Craig 
Bradley today. The children 
loved it and I know all the staff 
did too!” 
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Newton Heath Library has also 
been continuing awesome digital 
activities for children as part of 
its Wolfson library status. This 
time we held 3 visits for St 
Wilfrid’s Year 5 children to 
explore story-making using stop 
motion film making and green 
screen  apps via our iPads.  

 

During the final visit we 
combined all the skills to make 
some wonderful, funny and 
imaginative films! Here's a few 
things the children said: 

"I loved the stop-motion" 

"It's exciting, intriguing, fabulous 
and enjoyable but a little bit 
hard, especially when you get 
glitches!" 

"It's really good!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North City Library had a lovely 
last note to our wonderful Fun 
Palaces weekend in early 
October. Journeys Festival 
International whose work 
highlights asylum and refugee 
experiences through creative 
arts had created a Welcome 
Refugees banner during Fun 
Palaces Day and this is now  
proudly hanging in the Junior 
Library area of North City 
Library. 

We hope you'll agree that it is 
wonderfully warm and 
welcoming addition and gives a 
great message to our many new 
communities in North 
Manchester! It's bright, colourful 
and has already attracted lots of 
positive comments from our 
customers. 

 

Central Library’s Business and 
Intellectual Property Centre 
(BIPC) now houses a modern 
new classroom area – the Val 
Swinbourne Seminar Studio. 

 

In November the studio was the 
venue for two regular BIPC 
workshops for Manchester’s 
aspiring entrepreneurs; an 
introduction to trademarks and 
an introduction to intellectual 
property.  

People Plus and the Growth 
Hub continue to deliver popular 
weekly business start-up advice 
sessions and November’s IP 
clinic and Patent clinic were fully 
booked. 

The centre also welcomed a 
large audience to the library’s 
performance space in early 
November who enjoyed a panel 
discussion on freelancing, 
featuring local business people 
on hand to answer questions 
and offer advice.  

 


