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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

IN OUR LIBRARIES 

 

Hello 

Happy New Year and welcome 
to the January 2018 of my 
Manchester Libraries Bulletin. 

This bulletin will provide you 
with some highlights of what’s 
been going on in the libraries 
around the city. So much has 
been happening in January to 
serve our residents and visitors, 
and meet the needs of the 
people and the communities of 
Manchester. 

Councillor Luthfur Rahman 

Executive Member for 

Schools, Culture and Leisure 

Read Manchester 

Our libraries are used all the time by partner organisations to deliver 
their service to residents as so many are library customers.  One of 
the best partnerships we have is with ‘Read Manchester’.  Since the 
initiative began 18 months ago, much has been achieved to help our 
children be ready for school, and increase literacy of children, young 
people and adults.  

We’ve seen nearly 80,000 attendances of sessions in libraries by 
children/young people with their school – an increase of 50%. 

5,025 children have visited Libraries for to see an author or poet.  

Nearly 12,000 children joined the Libraries Summer Reading 
Challenge in 2017 - double 2016. 

All Sure Start Children’s Centres now have a Bookstart Corner 

Pupils at 35 schools engaged with the Book Bench project and 
school benches formed part of a city-wide trail of 58 benches during 
Summer 2017 in 25 partner venues. 

All Looked after Children under 4 receive a monthly Letterbox pack. 

4 high schools took part in the high school reading pilot and 44 
primary schools from Manchester took part in football themed 
reading activities 

The ‘Library Card for Every Child’ initiative which gifts a library card 
to every child at their birth registration. 

3,420 children and families visited Manchester Libraries with 
Children’s Centres 

These are just a few highlights.  Partnership will continue to deliver 
more outcomes for children and adults in 2018 and beyond.
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Art at the Forum Library 

During December the art 

department from St Paul’s High 

School showcased student’s 

works in an exhibition at the 

Forum Library. The exhibition is 

a combination of course work 

and exam work from their 2017 

cohort who achieved 

outstanding results. 

The exhibition has been very 

well received with one member 

of the public wanting to buy the 

Day of the Dead chair. 

 

Code Club – Didsbury Library 

Didsbury’s code club restarted in 

early January after the 

Christmas holiday. Initially set 

up in October with the help of 

volunteers from Lloyds Banking, 

the club has now been running 

for three months.  

Attendance figures so far have 

been good with the children who 

started in October completing 

the first Scratch project by the 

end of December and they all 

returned in January to 

commence their next project. 

 

 

 

The Knitting group -  

Fallowfield community library 

Sitting, knitting, chatting and 

creating, the group members 

love the social aspect that 

knitting as part of a group 

brings. The group also love a 

project, and at the moment are 

busy knitting blankets for a 

homeless charity.  

One group member said 

“Knitting is the best therapy. “ 

 

 

Arcadia Storytime is fab! 

Story-time at Arcadia has a 
whole new lease of life as new 
volunteers bring their own 
impressive talents to the group. 
Anna and Isobel (both teachers 
on a break and both parents that 
attend the story session) will 
shortly be joined by another 
couple of parents who will 
support the practical side of the 
sessions. 

 

 

 

Anna and Isobel, with the help of 
their lovely toddlers, share 
books and songs with local 
parent/carers and their little 
ones. Anna brings her guitar 
along to the session to get 
everyone singing. 

“I have really loved doing story 
time at Arcadia Library so far.  I 
enjoy sharing my love of reading 
and choosing engaging stories 
to read aloud.  My favorite part 
of story time is the singing at the 
end.  It's so lovely to hear all the 
children and their grown-ups 
joining in with singing, dancing 
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and playing the instruments!!”   - 
Anna story-time volunteer. 

Some of the recent comments 
that we’ve had at their story 
sessions have included: 

 “We went to story time 4 times, 
and kids really like it. We think 
Anna & Isobel are doing great. 
Our two boys Adam & Martin 
enjoy playing with toys and of 
course other children. We 
wouldn’t change anything you're 
doing great.” Jan & Lusia, Adam 
& Martin. 

 

 

 

Story sessions are great for both 
children and their adults. There 
is a whole raft of pre-literacy 
skills learned through the simple 
act of sharing books and singing 
songs. Our sessions can also 
help to combat the loneliness & 
isolation of new parenthood, 
there are many friendships 
being forged! We agree Anna & 
Isobel, you’re doing a really 
great job delivering such lovely 
sessions! 

 

Parklife at Gorton Library 

If you’re in need of a few 
moments of loveliness to 
brighten your day, then hotfoot it 
over to Gorton Library to see the 
Parklife Project 2017 exhibition 
of locally crafted picnic blankets.  

Parklife is an intergenerational 
project working with the libraries 
local history group, the Crafty 
Sew & Sos and the children of 
local primary school, All Saints. 

The picnic blankets have bought 
local people together working as 
one and sharing local stories 
with the wider community. 

The batik blankets take their 
inspiration from the landscapes 
of local parks that were then 
appliquedéd with quotes from 
the children and finished off with 
beautifully cross stitched 
symbols representing the 
children’s stories of their parks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North City Library 

 

 

Children from Moston Lane 
Primary School have been 
having great fun learning how to 
use a new Green Screen iPad 
app. Library staff are teaching 
them how to portray themselves 
in amazing ways using archive 
library images related to their 
current class topics. 

 

 

 

Feedback from the teachers 
show that both the children and 
teaching staff have really 
enjoyed these fun sessions 
which have really fired the 
children's enthusiasm to explore 
more digital activities at the 
Library. 
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Beswick Library 

Grit Lit came to Manchester in 
January, when local author 
Karen Woods blew us all away 
with her inspiring brand of 
positive self-belief plus an 
amazing donation of her books 
to Manchester Libraries. 

With little in the way of 
education Karen started her 
journey to being a successful 
author attended adult literacy 
classes with the Manchester 
Adult Education Service. 

 

She has since written seventeen 
novels. Her latest, Torn, is a 
typical example of Karen's 
fictionalised Northern grit and 
realism. 

Amongst the audience were 
residents of Mary and Joseph 
House, members of North City 
Library's Grand Day Out group 
plus Year 9 children from The 
East Manchester Academy. 

 

The event was part of  Beswick 
LIbrary's Grand Day Out session 
which runs every Monday 
afternoon with free activities, 
talks and crafts for the over 
fifities in East Manchester. 
Anyone wishing to join should 
contact the Library on 0161 245 
7241. 

 

 

 

The Danger Tree – An 
Augmented Reality 
Experience 

 

Scarlett Raven and Marc Marot 
are acknowledged to be 
amongst the world’s first 
augmented reality fine artists.  

The Danger Tree exhibition, 
visually brought to life by award-
winning film set designer Kave 
Quinn, evokes the devastation 
of WWI while the narratives 
behind each painting tell the 
stories of those lost and 
lamented, but never forgotten. 

 

 

 

Raven is the first oil painter to 
work in the world of augmented 
reality: using a smartphone app, 
visitors to the exhibition can 
reveal the creative journey 
behind each artwork with 
animation, music and poetry, 
read by actors including Sean 
Bean and Vicky McClure, 
superimposed on the artworks. 

This is a free exhibition, and 
iPads and headphones will be 
provided for visitors to 
participate in the full AR 
experience. 
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