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November 2018 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

IN OUR LIBRARIES 

 

Hello 

Welcome to the November 
2018 edition of my Manchester 
Libraries Bulletin. 

This bulletin will provide you 
with some highlights of what’s 
been going on in the libraries 
around the city. So much has 
been happening to serve our 
residents and visitors, and meet 
the needs of the people and the 
communities of Manchester. 

Councillor Luthfur Rahman 

Executive Member for 

Schools, Culture and Leisure 

Libraries as Cultural hubs 

Manchester’s libraries are full of arts and culture events and 
activities from regular activities to one-off high profile events.  They 
are used as venues to help nurture local talent and for community 
groups to flourish through to award winning commissioned arts and 
culture events. They are used as exhibition spaces showing art from 
local school children to internationally renowned artists.   

As beating hearts of our communities, libraries are able to reach 
residents, who do not engage with other cultural venues.  Increasing 
libraries role with culture is a key priority. 

Contained within this issue of my Bulletin are some of the highlights 
of cultural and art activities in our libraries over the last month.  

The first-ever Manchester Culture Awards took place this month, 
celebrating the very best culture on offer in the city over the past 
year. The awards recognise the massive contribution culture makes 
to the city's economy, and the role of culture in helping to make 
Manchester a vibrant place where people want to live, work and 
play.  This Vibrant Thing was nominated for Best Event.  This Vibrant 
Thing showcased in libraries across the city in March 2018 and is a 
great example of vibrant cultural events in libraries. 
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Fallowfield family fun   

Fallowfield Library hosted a fun 
& friendly Dance Like A Mother 
baby-wearing dance class.  

Mum’s, dads and grandparents 
of Fallowfield were kitted out 
with baby slings, before learning 
some awesome dance moves in 
a fun new keep fit session. 

Stepping out to the music from 
line dance to Latin, the well-
attended session was loads of 
fun. Who knew keep fit could be 
this fabulous? 

Babies loved being held close, 
and the grown-ups loved the 
dancing and socialising. One 
mum said “It had great mood 
and energy” and another said 
“It’s the best fun me and my 
baby have enjoyed together.” 

 

 

 

 

Anti-stress art therapy in 
Chorlton  

New coffee mornings at 
Chorlton Library are proving to 
be popular. There is a different 
activity each month and at 
November’s event, visitors had 
the chance to try Mindful 
Colouring for Adults.  

The library provided two stress 
free hours to relax and unwind 
from from the daily pressures of 
life. Attendees took a rare 
opportunity to unplug from 
technology and relax with some 
colouring.  

The comments from the morning 
were positive, and people left 
the library feeling calm & happy. 

 

BIPC bring Mary Portas to 

Withington 

Mary Portas was beamed into 

Withington Library for a live 

screening of her talk and Q & A 

session at the British Library in 

London in November. Known to 

the nation as Mary, Queen of 

Shops from her award-winning 

BBC series, Mary Portas has 

made an indelible mark on 

British retail. 

The Withington Library audience 

enjoyed the event and were 

happy to have the opportunity to 

hear about her new manifesto – 

Work Like a Woman - which 

aims to create an unstoppable 

feminine force for change in the 

business world. 

 

Central Library’s BIPC team 

take a number of events and 

services out to libraries across 

the city from their base in 

Manchester Central Library. In 

November. Find out more about 

BIPC events on the Eventbrite 

page at https://bit.ly/2mSOpCB 

or sign up for the monthly 

newsletter – email 

businessinfo@manchester.gov.uk 

https://bit.ly/2mSOpCB
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It’s back! Chorlton Book 

Festival 

 

The annual Chorlton Book 

Festival returns for an incredible 

14th year this November and is 

happening as you read this! Visit 

the website at 

www.chorltonbookfestival.co.uk 

to find out what’s on. 

The festival is setting up shop in 

and around the library and runs 

for two weeks with a packed 

programme of workshops, 

events, talks, walks, music and 

poetry. This literary treat 

promises more events than ever 

before, most of them free. Look 

forward to a longer write up in 

December’s issue. 

 

Withington Library Re-launch 

I officially re-opened Withington 

Library on 21 November. The 

library, which first opened in 

1927, has proved incredibly 

popular in its first few weeks of 

re-opening. Opening hours have 

extended to 65 hours per week 

due to the Open Plus system. 

 

Libraries Staff Conference 

In November, libraries staff 

attended a conference, which 

will help staff to continue to 

deliver a fantastic service from 

our libraries. The conference will 

ensure the possibilities really are 

endless at our libraries.  I 

presented all attendees with a 

certificate to show my 

appreciation of their work.  

 

Hulme High St Library  

Hulme High St Library which 
became known as the” library at 
the end of the tunnel” for a while 
has shed its tunnel. The new 
and improved Moss Side 
Leisure centre is now fully open, 
and the Library has had a mini 
make over with some lovely new 
furniture. We are now the proud 
owners of a beautiful multi-
coloured Story Chair in the 
children’s library.  

 

We also now have a beautiful 
collaged acrylic photo prints on 
the walls. These are the result of 
a combined piece of work with 
Hulme’s Venture Arts and from 
Rolls Crescent Primary after 
school photography group. The 
pictures show the talent of 
Hulme’s young people.  

 

http://www.chorltonbookfestival.co.uk/
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Libraries spreading the 

‘Choose Respect’ message 

for Anti Bullying Week. 

To raise the profile of the role 

that reading plays in supporting 

children's health and well-being, 

Manchester Libraries took part 

in Anti-bullying Week. This year 

the theme was 'Choose 

Respect'.  

 

Award winning author Alan 

Gibbons visited six Manchester 

Libraries to speak to primary 

and high school audiences 

about anti-bullying. Alan tackled 

the issues of bullying and 

racism, using his own personal 

experience and his storytelling 

to introduce the topic of bullying 

with sensitivity. Highlighting 

common themes, which the 

children could relate to and 

understand anyone can get 

bullied the important thing is 

how to deal with it. The children 

had a great time, Alan was so 

engaging and had the children in 

fits of laughter 

Over 700 children from 13 
schools attended the sessions. 
Afterwards, young people had a 
chance to ask Alan questions, 
teachers were impressed that 
the sessions enabled some 
normally shy children to come 
forward and ask Alan thought-
provoking questions.  

All teachers felt Alan made a 
huge impact on their classes 
and that the topic of anti-bullying 
had been addressed in a very 
real and honest way. It was a 
very successful event, with high 
praise from the teachers and 
children. 

"Excellent talk which was 
engaging, humorous and had a 
clear message", teacher, 
Didsbury CE Primary School 

 

 
Moss Side Powerhouse Black 

History Month Badge Making. 

A lovely group of children and 
parents came together in 
celebration of Black History 
Month. We started the afternoon 
with the first Disney Film to 
feature a black princess, The 

Princess and The Frog, a lively 
colourful jazz steeped animation 
set in 1920s New Orleans. After 
the film had finished a really 
interesting talk about racism that 
grew out of our badge-making 
activity, celebrating black heroes 
such as Sojourner Truth, Harriet 
Tubman, Rosa Parks and Martin 
Luther King.  

 

It was a fantastic session and of 
course with children there is 
always very clear insight with 
one youngster proclaiming “I just 
don’t understand how there can 
be racists”. 

We also had a couple of lads 
from London visiting with their 
Manchester cousin, who were 
much more impressed with the 
Powerhouse Library than their 
local library. He thought we did 
much more interesting things 
here than at his library. Result! 
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Mary and Joseph House 

Concert at Beswick Library 

Mary and Joseph House in 

Beswick held a concert and arts 

event at Beswick Library. This 

was a fun packed afternoon of 

entertainment with something for 

everyone.  

 

There was an exhibition of their 

inspiring artwork and poetry as 

well as a performance by their 

newly formed band! The 

residents of Mary and Joseph 

House have formed a great 

friendship with Beswick Library 

as they attend the weekly Just 

for Men session where games, 

quizzes, chats and a brew all 

help keep us entertained and 

help keep the guys out and 

about in their community.  

 

Bollywood Dance Night at 

Abraham Moss Library  

A loud and lively cross-cultural 

dance evening was held on 18th 

October for women only. 

Abraham Moss Primary School 

kindly lent the use of their 

Theatre space for a wonderfully 

vibrant night of women enjoying 

fun, friendship, laughter and 

really letting their hair down.  

 

The night included Bhangra, 

belly dancing, Bollywood, 

freestyle and traditional English 

country dancing. The night 

ended with a joyous circular 

dance with everyone joining in. 

Lots of women said how much 

they enjoyed it and how good it 

was for fitness, one lady said the 

best part was just feeling free.  

Common Lore at Beswick 

Library  

An energetic series of one-

woman performances by actor, 

writer & director Sophia Hatfield 

came to Beswick Library. 

Scarlett is a young woman 

looking to find her way in the 

world, tackling all kinds of issues 

with family, work and love along 

the way. With live electronic 

music, rap, lyrical poetry & song, 

Common Lore was a non-stop 

rollercoaster ride through 

language and emotion, which 

clearly resonated with our High 

School audience from the East 

Manchester Academy in 

Beswick. The Q&A session 

afterwards showed the hard 

work, sweat & artistic talent 

which went into the writing, 

staging & performance.  

 

Sefton Samuels photography 
event at Central Library 

Renowned local photographer 
Sefton Samuel displayed his 
worked, launched his new 
photography book and chatted 
to customers earlier this month. 
 

 


