
Take your book 
to High School 

with you!

PackPack #BigRead
Create a model of a war memorial that 
honours those who played a part in the Second World 
War from around the world. Think carefully about how 
your design can honour the men and women from many 
different backgrounds. Get creative in how you create 
your model. Can you reuse some household waste?

Create a piece of art inspired by 
The Lion Above the Door.
This could be in any form: collage, mosaic, painting, 
sketch – the choice is yours.

Research the traditional food of one of the 
cultures represented in the book.
Plan a menu suitable to welcome a soldier home from war; 
even better, make the meal for your family and friends and 
take pictures of the dishes. 

Transform a scene from the book into a 
playscript.
Make sure you use the conventions of a script:
• Include a list of characters at the beginning 
• Briefly describe the setting of the scene 
• No need for speech marks, but write the character’s 

name followed by a colon and what they say (Evelyn: 
Leo, where do you think we should put the other Leo?)

• Include stage directions to tell the actors where to 
move on the stage and in relation to the other characters. 

If you’re really pleased with your script, why not get a 
group of friends together and film your scene, or perform 
it live for family and friends? 

Research the author of the book, Onjali   Q.   Raúf
You can present your research in a creative way: a poster, a 
mind-map, a magazine article, a presentation, or you could 
record a podcast all about Onjali. 

Enjoyed the book? Why not write a review?
Email your review to: 
librarycompetitions@manchester.gov.uk so we can use it 
in Manchester Public Libraries. 

Create a poem inspired by one of the themes 
in the book. You could write about friendship, equality, 
justice, identity, or anything else you think is important in 
the book. 

Does your name appear in history?
Research your own name and create a poster of all the 
achievements of people who share your name. Don’t forget 
to include yourself in this and all your great achievements! 

Get Creative!

Write it down!

Check off 
each task as 
you finish it!
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Story Starter

More FREE Books

Onjali has written a storystarter to help 
you begin:
As I stared down at the torn out pages, I began to ask 
myself why.

Write a story beginning with this line and email to 
librarycompetitions@manchester.gov.uk 
by 30 September 2022 with your name, the name of 
your primary school and the name of your high school. 

Onjali Q. Raúf will judge the stories, and the winners 
will be announced in October. 

Onjali would 
love to read 
your stories!
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The Boy at 
the Back 

of the Class 

The Night Bus 
Hero

The Star 
Outside my 

Window

The Great Food 
Bank Heist

Hope on the 
Horizon: 

a Children’s 
Handbook of 

Empathy

Head over to Manchester Libraries, where you can borrow 
books for free, or go online to borrow e-books, audiobooks and 
comics. www.manchester.gov.uk/libraries 

Why not join this year’s Gadgeteers by taking part in 
the Summer Reading Challenge?

You can read any six library books and gain yourself a 
certificate and medal – just ask at your local library.

Onjali Q. Raúf has many other great books! 
These can be borrowed from your local library. 
Tick off the books you have read by Onjali Q. Raúf as you 
borrow them from the library this summer.

P
ublished by H

achette, illustrations copyright


